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Fall greetings to all of our brothers in the Province of St. Nicholas, the Order, the Augustinian 

Recollect Sisters, our Secular Augustinian Recollects, Guild members, and the Hispanic 

Committee, as well as our parishioners at Sacred Heart Church! The chill of fall is definitely in the 

air, the leaves on the trees are turning colors and beginning to cover the ground, and parish 

activities are resuming after the long recess caused by the Covid pandemic. 

 

Feast of St. Magdalene of Nagasaki. Fr. John Gruben was celebrant, assisted by Frs. Michael 

Rafferty, and Eric Crelencia, for a bilingual evening Mass on October 20 attended by members 

of the Tagaste Secular Augustinian Recollect fraternity and parishioners. Fr. Eric was homilist 

for the Mass, and spoke about Magdalene as a model for Christians today enduring persecution 

throughout the world and called to be witnesses of the faith. The musicians of Sacred Heart were 

joined by the Hispanic choir to provide music for the celebration. Following the Mass there were 

refreshments served in the cafeteria. Fr. John directed the first SAR meeting since the beginning 

of pandemic, and Fr. Eric gave a presentation to members of the Hispanic community who are 

interested in learning more about St. Augustine and our Third Order. 

 

 

 
 
Mass honoring SAR patroness: Frs. Eric, Michael, and John were joined by SAR fraternity members, and 

parishioners of Sacred Heart in celebrating the feast of St. Magdalene of Nagasaki. The Mass marked a 

new beginning for our SARs after more than a year and a half absence due to the Covid pandemic.  



 
 

  Celebrants gather after Mass of Magdalene of Nagasaki on October 20. 

 
 

 
 

Make a wish (l to r): Parish staff joins Fr. Michael for his birthday (l to r): Janis Batewell,  

Steve Kruckmeyer, Frs. John, Michael, and Eric, Henry Antonucci, Chris Schnabel, Barbara 

Bernstein, Patt Chester and granddaughter Reese, on October 1. 

 



Sacred Heart School Reunion. Fr. John joined some 40 graduates from Sacred Heart School on 

October 9 for a reunion at the Mason Jar Restaurant in Mahwah, New Jersey, which included a 

social hour and buffet dinner with live music. The reunion brought together alumni from several 

different grades, some living locally and others traveling a considerable distance, to be part of 

the weekend. The following day Frs. Michael and John were present for a tour of the school for 

the graduates who then conducted several excursions in the area. Congratulations to the 

organizers, and many thanks to all of those who participated! 

 

 
 

Sacred Heart School reunion. Fr John joins (l to r): Ray Reilly, Mary Coe, and John Collins,  

all of the Class of 1969, who organized the event. 

 

 



 
 

Can we have your attention please! Time to call this class to order! Sacred Heart alumni enjoying their 

reunion at the Mason Jar Restaurant, Mahwah, NJ, on October 9. 

 

Respect Life month. The Sacred Heart prayer group directed by Margaret Petuhk sponsored a 

“Rosary in support of Life” in the school gym with an audio connection to Bishop Arthur 

Serratelli (formerly of Paterson, NJ) bringing together many groups and individuals from the 

New York-New Jersey area to pray for life on October 13. Many of our younger friars remember 

Bishop Serratelli, who taught scripture studies for a number of years at Immaculate Conception 

Seminary in South Orange, NJ. About 15 parishioners were present along with Frs. John and 

Eric. On October 16, Fr. John participated in a rosary offered once again by the prayer group at 

the Suffern Gazebo (dedicated to the memory of Virginia Menschner, a long-time Guild member 

of Tagaste), part of a prayer chain across the country in support of the rights of the unborn. 

 

Blessing of animals. Fr. Michael presided at the annual blessing of animals on the Feast of St. 

Francis of Assisi, October 4, in the church parking lot. A number of dog owners braved the rainy 

weather along with their pets (no cats showed up this year!) to receive the blessing of St. Francis. 

There was a bit of barking and tugging at leashes, but in general all were pretty well behaved . . . 

in spite of the presence of Augustinians rather than Franciscans! 

 

“Holy Wins!” Continuing a tradition that began a number of years ago at Tagaste. the parish 

held a Holy Wins (Holiness wins!) party for children and parents on Saturday, October 30. As an 

alternate to Halloween, the kids were joined by the adults dressing as angels, saints and biblical 

figures. There was a parade of saints, a best costume contest, musical chairs, and identifying a 

variety of saints’ pictures placed on the walls of the school cafeteria; there was also music and 

refreshments. Everyone learned something new about our Augustinian Saints as well as many on 

the universal calendar. Few tricks but lots of treats! 



 
 
Holy Wins, 2021 at Sacred Heart. Frs. Michael and John (c) join a holy company of angels and saints for 

this annual gathering marking the Eve of All Hallows on October 30in the school cafeteria. 

  

 
   

 St. Michael the Archangel with his sword at the ready and St. George, 

    carrying a very dead dragon, lead the procession of the saints  

 around the cafeteria. 



 
 

St. Martha (Jean Bolton) takes a break from her very busy  

schedule to show up for the Holy Wins celebration with a 

 complete dinner which she expects her sister Mary  

(who is over in the church) to serve! 

 

“Meet and Greet” The parish sponsored a Sunday morning get-to-know each other gathering in 

the school gym on October 31 with each parish group being invited to set up an information 

booth to promote new membership: groups included the Vincent de Paul Society, Knights of 

Columbus, Religious Education, the Prayer Shawl Ministry, the Ladies’ Guild, and the Tagaste 

Chapter of the Secular Augustinian Recollects. The event ran from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., 

giving most parishioners the chance to drop in following Mass to learn more about each group as 

well as the opportunity to purchase a ticket for the annual $10,000 raffle. Refreshments were 

served including coffee, tea, and a variety of cookies and pastries.  

 

 
  



 
 
SAR table at the parish “Meet and Greet”: Frs. John and Michael stand with SAR members Pauline 

Rodriguez (l) and Nancy Camilleri. The banner in the background with the logo of the Order was hand 

sewed by Dn. Ramiro Muñoz, OAR, when he was assigned at Tagaste many moons ago.  

 

Please pray for: Theresa Giampaglia, SAR president, who is on the mend following a fall 

outside the church. 

 

For all parish news, upcoming events, and Mass schedules, see www.sacredheartparish.org 

 

For latest news on Venerable Bishop Alphonse Gallegos, OAR, see www.bishopgallegos.org 

 

Fr. John Gruben, OAR, prior 

Theresa Giampaglia, SAR president 

Connie Montanye, Guild president 

 

 

http://www.bishopgallegos.org/

